
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Autumn Term 2 – Y1P 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second half 
of the autumn term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss 
these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 

• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 
skills 

 

• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 
 

• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 
museum 

 

• and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

In R.E. we will explore our ideas of ‘what God is like’. We will reflect on the fact 
that some things are mysterious and can’t be explained easily. We will then 
think about Advent and how it is a time of preparation for Christians as they 
wait to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Our Christmas topic is called ‘Incarnation’ 
and we will explore the Christmas story in greater detail, and discuss why Jesus’ 
birth is such an important event for Christians. 

 

Science 
We will be learning to distinguish between what an object is and the 
material from which it is made. We will identify and name a variety of 
common materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock, 
and talk about their properties.  We will use this knowledge to compare 
and group everyday materials and to learn about which materials are 
magnetic or not. 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

Prior to Bonfire night, we will consider ways we can keep ourselves and 
others safe around fireworks. After this, we will be talking about money, 
considering where it comes from and what it is used for, and then move 
onto the topic ‘Growing and Changing’. We will think about the changes 
and responsibilities that occur from young to old and what features 
make us unique individuals. We will also be discussing how to keep 
ourselves and others safe and how listening to others and playing co-
operatively can help us to have healthy relationships.  

  

 
 

  
  



Topic 
 

Our Learning 
 

 

Street 
Detectives 

 
 

 

Our topic for this half term is called Street Detectives. We will begin this 
topic with a Street Detectives Walk into Brentwood, looking for clues 
about the past and the present in order to find out about changes that 
have taken place over the years. 
 

Computing We will use the digital cameras to take careful photographs 
of the school locality and local features in Brentwood when using the 
zoom facility and print them. We will then open them in different 
programs, such as Power Point, before editing and manipulating them to 
create a photo story of what we have learned. 
 

History We will explore and investigate the origins of Remembrance Day 
and how it has grown to incorporate conflicts up to the present day. We 
will find out how symbols such as poppies are used to represent 
commemorative events. We will learn about events and individuals 
beyond living memory through the story of the Gunpowder Plot. As part 
of our work on Street Detectives, we will explore how our local area has 
changed over time. We will use timelines to sequence how homes have 
changed and notice how household objects and building materials have 
changed. 
 

Geography We will follow specific routes on simple maps and navigate 
the local streets, using the digital cameras to take photographs of 
different features within each street. We will make our own maps, 
including simple keys, to represent familiar routes. As part of our 
detective work, we will look out for human and physical features within 
our locality. 
 

Art and Design We will explore the work of artists who have drawn or 
painted local buildings and landscapes. We will draw, paint and collage 
buildings or statues found within our locality using a range of tools and 
media. 
 

Design and Technology We will work as a whole year group to design 
and create, out of boxes and other various materials, our own version of 
the High Street and then consider what changes we might like to make.  
 

Music We will start our music lessons by using the Charanga topic 
“Rhythm in the way we walk” which will introduce the children to Reggae 
music. The children will listen to, sing and play different instruments 
whilst exploring fun Reggae tracks, as well as listening to and appraising 
other musical styles. We will then focus our sessions on learning the 
songs for the School Nativity play. 
 

Physical Education Within gymnastics, we will explore the fundamental 
movement skills and basic body shapes. We will be learning how to travel 
using a variety of take-off and landings and to balance on the different 
apparatus, showing different parts of our bodies in high and low 
positions. We will plan and create a simple routine. Our dance work will 
focus on Pilate’s techniques and transition movements helping to 
promote mindfulness and calm. Throughout this half term we will 
continue to run for 15 minutes twice a week. 
 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://wardjackson.net/2014/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Street-Detectives-300x200.png&imgrefurl=http://wardjackson.net/2014/?page_id%3D636&docid=bHAZG_4_YxHpRM&tbnid=Hd02QXewqRj0NM:&w=300&h=200&noj=1&safe=strict&bih=923&biw=1347&ved=0ahUKEwiJ2K6yyofQAhVqLcAKHXpjDBsQMwgeKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8

